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How the UK seed sector works  



AIC Services



Who we are



Who we work with



Regulation

• Seed treatments

• Plant health and biosecurity

• Derogations

Future UK agriculture

• Post EU Exit policy

• Conservation agriculture - Farming and 
Countryside Programme

• Changing consumer demand

Precision Breeding

• Precision Breeding Act (2023)

• EU and international approaches

• Research and innovation

Seed – priorities at a glance 

Rose Riby
Head of Seed

Gill Barrow
Technical Manager (ESTA)

WATCH ANIMATION

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PuLGYkb7LOM&t=2s
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Productivity | Sustainability | Competitiveness

General Election Manifesto 2024

What food
supply chain

businesses need
from the next

UK Government

Sustainability credentials are being requested at product and 
business level from consumers and supply system. Access to 
consistent and accurate information is vital to build credibility 
and confidence in claims made alongside fairness in the 
food system.

AIC is asking the next Government to help facilitate this work 
and ensure UK agriculture is not disadvantaged.

AIC 3 priorities 

• A comprehensive, Government approach to  food 

security and land use

• Improve trade with the EU, and within the UK nations

• A consistent approach to sustainability in the food 

supply chain



ISTA Annual 
Meeting

1st July 2024



What is ESTA?
European Seed Treatment Assurance

Euroseeds (ESA) developed ESTA to meet regulatory & 
political challenges
Quality assurance system
• seed treatment and the resulting treated seed 

meet requirements defined by legislation and 
industry



Scope – seed treatment chain
ESTA Scheme Components
1. Quality Assurance System
2. Description of processes
3. Risk analysis
4. Procedures

1. Documents & records
2. NCs
3. Corrective/preventative 

measures
4. Recall/complaints

5. Competence of personnel
6. Specific requirements for 

seed/seed treatment



Assurance Scheme
• Quality assurance scheme for the application of 

plant protection products on seed
• Ensures seed treatments are used professionally & 

safely applied
• ESTA certified companies accurately treat seed with 

plant protection products (PPP)
• AIC UK agent
• Independently audited 



Benefits of seed treatment

• environment, health and 
financially

• lower chemical intensity per 
hectare

• more environmentally 
friendly than spraying crops

• seed treatments combine 
precision and a minimal 
active ingredient 

• maximises the efficacy with 
minimal environmental 
impact



ESTA Committees
• European Review Group
• Annual Workshop
90% treated seed – ESTA certified
• AIC Working Group representatives;

• ESTA certified Participants
• Product manufacturers
• Certification Body
• NAAC (National Association of Agricultural Contractors
• Euroseeds – represent European seed sector



ESTA Working Group Aim

• To promote professional, responsible & sustainable seed treatment

• To be aware of & promote industry developments

• Promote best & safe practice for the customer & the environment

• Drive change

• Raise the profile of ESTA by engagement with Government bodies, 
ESA (European Seed Association) & regulators



European Seed Treatment Assurance scheme animation



Thank you

https://www.linkedin.com/company/agricultural-industries-confederation/
https://www.youtube.com/user/AgindustriesUK
https://twitter.com/Agindustriesuk
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